These essays reassess family strategies, the reproduction of social difference, and political economic changes as facets of the shifting life of preindustrial Spain. The authors, senior academics and younger scholars, represent multiple university and regional communities as well as disciplines; seven are historians and two, anthropologists. The extensive use of local knowledge reveals the authors' painstaking, yet inventive, command of archival resources-a strength of contemporary Spanish scholarship. Unfortunately, themes which otherwise might prove valuable and intriguing for nonspecialists remain underdeveloped because of the lack of comparative framing within many chapters and the absence of dialogue among them which might underscore common themes or processes of differentiation vis-a-vis modern Europe.
The editors begin with three essays on inheritance with little indication as to how readers might situate them in broader contexts of Iberian scholarship or international studies. Nonetheless, each has its individual interest. Angel Rodriguez Sanchez illuminates relations among property, noble titles, and power in early modern Caceres, ex-REVIEWS | 491 and argues that Modena fashioned "his sermons according to Christian specifications while their content remained predominantly Jewish in theme and source" (I05). As a preacher, significantly, he found a model in Francesco Panigarola, a copy of whose manual on composing sermons Modena owned. Modena's message, however, was directed squarely at his Jewish audience, for whom he "intended to underline the meaning of Jewish tradition in contemporary society" (121). Elliott Horowitz's closing essay, "Speaking of the Dead: The Emergence of the Eulogy among Italian Jewry of the Sixteenth Century," identifies a significant development in Jewish preaching that parallels humanist-inspired eulogies for the dead: the use of epideictic in funeral orations for notable deceased members of the Jewish community. Its use by rabbis suggests another fertile area of cross-cultural enrichment between Jewish and Christian communities.
These thoughtful and stimulating essays represent an important starting point for further studies on Jewish preaching that apply a wide range of disciplines for exploring highly nuanced cultural contexts and elusive historical material. They also invite scholars to explore with fresh questions those regions whereJewish and Christian cultures shared common ground. Their success in identifying such relationships makes this work ground-breaking in its own right. Lynch's main concerns are politics and economics, and the relationship between them. The relationship was one of which Spanish seventeenth-century governments were all too conscious, as they struggled to reconcile the activist role in European affairs, which Charles V and Philip II had bequeathed them, with a Castile suffering industrial decay, famine, disease, and depopulation; an Iberian periphery ever more fractious and unwilling to pay to solve the center's domestic and foreign problems; and an American empire that no longer could be relied upon to pump silver obligingly across the Atlantic (or at least not to pump it into the royal coffers).
Lynch is admirably succinct in relating the schemings and writhings of royally favored ministers and state councils as they sought to stretch the shrinking supply of money in every direction to keep the peninsular monarchy and its European outliers together. Inevitably the effort failed, and Spain passed in the seventeenth century from mover to shaken, from actor to object of others' actions. Still-and in this the book, thanks to recent research, is particularly revealing-even in the darkest years of depression, the I68os, amid the deepest gloom of the lamentable Charles II's reign, administrative, fiscal, and economic reform was astir, anticipating change that has long been seen as the creation of the new, post-1700, Bourbon administration. America's relationship with the metropolis has always been viewed by Lynch as crucial to an understanding of Spanish history in the seventeenth century. He was, in the I96os, one of the first proponents of the thesis of growing political and economic autonomy in Spanish America after c. 600oo, resulting in a declining yield for Spain from the transatlantic empire. With the data provided by recent research, he is Lynch's main concerns are politics and economics, and the relationship between them. The relationship was one of which Spanish seventeenth-century governments were all too conscious, as they struggled to reconcile the activist role in European affairs, which Charles V and Philip II had bequeathed them, with a Castile suffering industrial decay, famine, disease, and depopulation; an Iberian periphery ever more fractious and unwilling to pay to solve the center's domestic and foreign problems; and an American empire that no longer could be relied upon to pump silver obligingly across the Atlantic (or at least not to pump it into the royal coffers).
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